
Judge: ( reading  from l e g a l  document presented 
by Patrolman 2995> 5th P rec inc t ,  N.Y.C.) 

"Anna Bennett a r r e s t e d  March 19, 1970 
charged wi th  d i s o r d e r l y  conduct under 
Penal  Code 240-20-6. Appear i n  t h i s  Court,  
9:30 a . m . ,  June 5,  1970." 

I, Anne M. Bennett ,  r e s i d e n t  of New York C i ty ,  aged 66, a r r e s t e d  and charged 
wi th  "d i so rde r ly  conduct." There were some 181 o the r  a d u l t s  so charged and 15  
minors r e l eased  without  charge. How do such th ings  come t o  happen? What do 
t h e y  mean? 

A l i t t l e  before  7:30 t h a t  morning s e v e r a l  hundred New Yorkers went t o  t h e  
Var ick  S t r e e t  bu i ld ing  l ~ o u s i n g  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  Dra f t  Boards 1-4, N.Y.C. I did 
n o t  go t o  be a r r e s t e d .  I went t o  engage i n  subs t an t ive  "dialogue" wi th  persons 
employed by t h e  f e d e r a l  government i n  t h e  d r a f t  board o f f i c e s .  Thfs was p a r t  of  
t h e  Anti-Draft  Week's n a t i o n a l  program of  groups opposing t h e  war i n  Vietnam. 

When we go t  t o  t h e  Varick S t r e e t  bu i ld ing  t h e r e  were p o l i c e  bar r icades  i n  
f r o n t  of  t he  bu i ld ing  and many, many p o l i c e .  This d id  not  s u r p r i s e  me. The 
a n t i - d r a f t  a c t i o n  had been w e l l  pub l i c i zed .  Even t h e  s ign  on t h e  door "closed 
t o  the  ,public1' was not t oo  s u r p r i s i n g  f o r  t h e  news media had c a r r i e d  r epor t s  
t h e  n ight  before  of C a l i f o r n i a  Draft Boards closed and the re  were rumors t h a t  a l l  
Boards would be closed.  However, I am a c i t i z e n  and so ,  under t h e  F i r s t  Amendment 
I f e l t  t h a t  I had a c i v i l  r i g h t  t o  seek an  audience i n  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c e  of  t he  
Fede ra l  S e l e c t i v e  Service both t o  g e t  information concerning t h e  work c f  t h e  d r a f t  
board and t o  " p e t i t i o n  f o r  r ed res s  of  gr ievance."  I always expect  my government 
t o  r e spec t  and honor, not  only  t h e  r i g h t s ,  b u t ,  t h e  ob l iga t ions  o f  c i t i z e n s  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  as res ,ponsible  members o f  t h e  Republic. 

The New York C i t y  p o l i c e  were unable t o  answer our i n q u i r i e s  a s  t o  whether 
t h e  Dra f t  Board o f f i c e s  were comple te l r  c losed  o r  i f  they were o,pen f o r  employees 
t o  work bu t  closed t o  us ,  i . e . ,  t h e  p u b l i c .  The po l i ce  sergeant  agreed t o  see  i f  
one person,  accompanied by a policeman, from t h e  500 o r  so  persons who were p i cke t -  
i n g  peace fu l ly  and o r d e r l y  would be permi t ted  t o  e n t e r  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t o  go t o  the  
Draft Board o f f i c e s  t o  s e e  i f  they  were open; and i f  open t o  p resen t  a reques t  f o r  
smal l  grocgs, e i g h t  o r  t e n  each, t o  be allowed i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  t o  t a l k  with t h e  
Board employees. I was asked by t h e  co-ordinat ing group i f  I would be t h a t  "one 
person."  I agreed but  requested t h a t  a lawyer from t h e  A.C.L.U. be permi t ted  t o  
go wi th  me. The p o l i c e  ~ a d e  t h e  r eques t  and it was granted by the  o f f i c e  manager 
of  t h e  Board. 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  8: 30 a.m. I crawled under t h e  ba r r i cades .  The p o l i c e  helped me 
g e t  through and up on my f e e t  aga in .  The doors were opened f o r  me, t h e  lawyer 
and t h e  p o l i c e ~ ~ a n .  Ins ide  we were joined by a  number o f  o the r s :  a r ep resen ta t ive  
of  t h e  Mayor, a p o l i c e  in spec to r ,  a f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r  and two o r  t h r e e  o ther  sobe r ly  
dressed  men whom I suppose were from some f e d e r a l  agency. I wondered who was 
p r o t e c t i n g  whom from what I 



We were admit ted i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and I made t h e  reques t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  mana- 
g e r .  He r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e s  were closed t o  t h e  pub l i c  and we would not  be 
admit ted.  I explained t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  was a f e d e r a l  o f f i c e ,  t h e  s t a f f  were f e d e r a l  
employees, supported by t h e  tax payers ,  we f e l t  we have a r i g h t  t o  be admitted; 
t h a t  we were a  peacefu l ,  non-violent group.; t h a t  we wanted t o  t a l k  wi th  them on 
r e l e v a n t ,  subs t an t ive  mat te rs  i n  connection wi th  t h e  work of  t h e  Boards. The o f f i c e  
manager repeated t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e s  were closed t o  t h e  p u b l i c  and t h a t  t he  dec i s ion  
was not  h i s  t o  make. He had o rde r s ,  he s a i d ,  t o  r e f u s e  admittance. He s a i d  the  
employees were working, doing "paper work." I asked t o  whom we might a,ppeal t h e  
dec i s ion .  He s a i d  t h a t  Colonel Akst i n  t k F e d e r a l  Building was h i s  supe r io r  o f f i c e r .  
H~wever ,  it w a s  ev ident  t h a t  t h i s  o rde r  was from higher  up than  Colonel Akst .  I n  
answer t o  a  ques t ion  a s  t o  whether t h e  employees might come down and t a l k  wi th  us 
over t h e  ba r r i cades  during t h e i r  co f fee  breaks and/or lunch hour, t h e  manager r e p l i e d  
t h a t  t hey  were forbidden t o  speak wi th  us.  

I explained t h a t  I could not  speak f o r  anyone but  myself but  t h a t  I d id  want him 
t o  know why I, a woman, not  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d r a f t ,  sought a n  in terv iew.  I reminded 
him t h a t  every man, age 18 o r  19, had t o  make a  dec i s ion  on t h e  d r a f t  and f i l e  papers  
wi th  t h e  l o c a l  d r a f t  board who must hea r ,  keep and f i l e  those s tatements  and any 
supplemental s ta tements  f i l e d  i n  t h e  yea r s  fol lowing by t h e  men o f  t h e  na t ion .  But, 
I reminded him, no woman was a b l e  t o  have fier p o s i t i o n  on the  d r a f t ,  on t h e  war, a 
p a r t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  record.  For t h i s  reason I, a woman, f e l t  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
come. The manager d i d  not  answer. 

Throughout t h e  in terv iew t h e  o f f i c e  manager o f  Draf t  Boards 1-4 was most c o r r e c t  
and courteous.  I thacked him and s a i d  I hoped sometime we could t a l k .  Obviously 
freedom of  speech was suspended f o r  everyone on March 19, 1970. 

Returning t o  t h e  s t r e e t  l e v e l  I crawled back under t h e  bar r icades  with t h e  he lp  
of  t h e  p o l i c e  and repor ted  t h e  in terv iew over t h e  loud speaker t o  t h e  assembled 
crowd. The coordina t ing  group consul ted and decided t o  suggest t h a t  those  unwi l l ing  
t o  accept  t h e  r e f u s a l  should formin sma l l  groups and proceed i n  an  o r d e r l y  fash ion  
t o  t h e  f r o n t  en t r ance  o f  t h e  bu i ld ing .  The person making t h i s  announcement made a 
r e fe rence  t o  " those w i l l i n g  t o  commit c i v i l  disobedience form i n  smal l  groups. . . . ' '  
I f e l t ,  very  s t r o n g l y ,  t h a t  my i n t e n t  was no t  t o  commit " c i v i l  disobedience,"  bu t  
r a t h e r  " c i v i l  obedience." Therefore,  I added my personal  s tatement ,  namely, t h a t  I 
f e l t  we had a c i v i l  r i g h t  as c i t i z e n s  and tax payers  t o  engage i n  dialogue i n  a 
bu i ld ing  supported by our taxes  and wi th  s t a f f  pa id  by our t axes .  Furthermore, I 
s a i d ,  t h a t  " i f  we a r e  subjected t o  p o l i c e  harrassment o r  a r r e s t ,  o r  i f  we a r e  locked 
ou t  o f  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  it w i l l  be t h e  p o l i c e  and t h e  Federa l  Government who a r e  g u i l t y  
of  c i v i l  disobedience and we w i l l  be engaged i n  p u r s u i t  of  our c i v i l  ob l iga t ion ,  
t h e  h ighes t  form of  c i v i l  obedience." 

I was i n  t h e  f i r s t  groGp t o  i n s i s t  on exe rc i z ing  " c i v i l  obedience." There were 
seven o f  us: A l f r ed  Cmrad,  Jane Garmey, Murray Kempton, J. Schulman, Char lo t t e  
Sheedy, J e r r y  Wingate and myself ( a  newspaper man, two p ro fes so r s ,  two young 
mothers,  a young man and a grandmother --  seven c i t i z e n s ) .  The po l i ce  made no 
a t tempt  t o  s t o p  us .  The f r o n t  door t o  t h e  bu i ld ing  was opened. We walked i n .  The 
o u t s i d e  door c losed .  We s t a r t e d  up t h e  s t a i r s  t o  the  second door and were stopped. 

I had not  not iced  as we went i n  t h e  f r o n t  door of  t h e  bui ld ing  t h a t  t h e  e n t r y  
way was f u l l  of men, but  it was. Except f o r  a man wearing a uniform and badge who 
s t a t i o n e d  himself  a t  t h e  ou t s ide  door and whom I suppose was a  f e d e r a l  o f f i c e a n d  
a man who l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  himself ,  wi thout  g iv ing  h i s  name, as t h e  landlord  o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e r e  was no i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  The men ranged around t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  



e n t r y ,  on the  s t a i r s  and at t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t a i r s .  The l i g h t  was dim. I f  I were 
a s k e d  t o  ident i*  any of t hese  men i n  Court ,  I could not  do so .  Wheti t h e y  spolre, 
as s e v e r a l  d i d ,  t h e  voices  were anonyruous. Only t h e  seven o f  us were v i s i b l e ,  
i d e n t i f i e d .  

We stood on t h e  s t a i r s  f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le .  The men surrounding us were s t a n d -  
i n g  on t h e  s t a i r s ,  s o  we s tood .  F i n a l l y ,  we sat down on t h e  s t a i r s .  One of  t h e  
men, perhaps more than  one - it was hard t o  i d e n t i 0  voices  - t r i e d  t o  persuade 
M r .  Kempton t o  leave.  M r .  Kempton sa id  he was s t ay ing .  The f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r  a t  
t h e  ou t s ide  door spoke t o  me i n  a very  h o s t i l e  manner, i d e n t i e i n g  me as t h e  one 
who was t o l d  by t h e  D r a f t  Board o f f i c e  manager t h a t  we would n o t  be admit ted.  I 
expla ined  t h a t  I w a s  exe rc i z ing  my c i v i l  r i g h t  and ob l iga t ion .  When he cont inued 
h i s  v e r b a l  a t t a c k s  a n  anonymous voice  s i l enced  him. 

I t h i n k  it was fol lowing t h i s  exchange t h a t  I decided t h a t  f o r  as long as I 
was he ld  whenever t h e r e  were p o l i c e  o r  f e d e r a l  "ears"  about I would converse w i t h  
my f e l low c i t i z e n s  on " r e l evan t "  ma t t e r s  l i k e  a p u b l i c  speaker ,  con t r a ry  t o  my 
u s u a l  behavior i n  p u b l i c  p l a c e s .  So, I remarked t h a t  t h i s  t rea tment  seemed s t r a n g e  
t o  me because l a s t  summer when I went t o  South Vietnam wi th  a n  independent group* 

* U.S. Study Team on Rel ig ious  and P o l i t i c a l  Freedom i n  South Vietnam. 
Members o f  team: Bishop Jarr~es Armstrong; Al lan  Brick;  Hon. John Conyers ,Jr .  
Robert F. Drinan, S.J. ;  John de J. Pemberton; Rabbi Seymour S iege l ;  
Rear Admiral Arnold E. True, r e t i r e d ;  and myself.  Findings a v a i l a b l e  
from Fellowship of  Reconc i l i a t i on  o r  from Congressional Record o f  

17, 1969. 
*utC 

t o  s t u d y  t h e  condi t ion  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  freedom under t h e  Thieu-Ky 
government w e  had an  hour  w i th  P re s iden t  Thieu i n  Independence Palace.  He t r i e d  
t o  j u s t i ~ T  t h e  l a c k  of  c i v i l  r i g h t s  and freedom under h i s  government. We had a 
four-hour b r i e f i n g  wi th  t h e  Min i s t e r  o f  I n t e r i o r  and h i s  s t a f f .  We went t o  p r i s o n s  
and t a l k e d  t o  p r i s o n e r s .  And, he re ,  I s a i d ,  i n  my own country I cannot g e t  i n t o  
a l o c a l  d r a f t  bcerd o f f i c e  t o  engage i n  d ia logue .  

Soon t h e  "faceless-nameless"  men began speaking, t e l l i n g  us we would not  be 
admi t ted  and t h a t  we would be p h y s i c a l l y  e j e c t e d  i f  we d id  not  leave  v o l u n t a r i l y .  
One o f  them t o l d  us ,  as I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  t h e  New York C i t y  p o l i c e  were o u t s i d e ,  and 
they  would be g lad  t o  a r r e s t  u s .  ( ~ o t e :  I am s u r e  somewhere t h e r e  a r e  t apes  of  
eve ry th ing  s a i d  and p i c t u r e s  o f  everyone p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  bu t  none o f  us  c i t i z e n s  
had a t a p e  r eco rde r  o r  camera.) We sat s t i l l .  We had no d e s i r e  t o  i n i t i a t e  a  
confronta t ion  wi th  t h e  New York C i t y  p o l i c e .  They were not denying us our  c i v i l  
r i g h t s .  It was t h e  Fede ra l  Government and t h e  landlord  who were denying us our 
c i v i l  r i g h t s .  

When t h e  s ta tement  "You w i l l  be p h y s i c a l l y  e j ec t ed"  was repea ted  and repea ted  
i n  ve ry  h o s t i l e  tones;,  I s a i d  "I c e r t a i n l y  do not  want t o  be thrown out  on my head" 
and I looked a t  t h e  heads o f  t h e  two young mothers and t h e  young man and thought c f  
Chicago, t h e  Pentagon, and t h e  Vietnamese mothers and ch i ld ren .  Time stood s t i l l .  

Then another  vo ice  from somewhere s a i d  "You w i l l  be taken  o u t  i n  a gentlemanly 
fash ion ."  The f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r  t hen  took us by t h e  arm, one a t  a t ime,  l e d  us 
through t h e  door and depos i ted  our  bodies  d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  door " i n  a 
gentlemanly fash ion ."  And, suddenly I was f i l l e d  wi th  r evu l s ion  a g a i n s t  p o l i t e  
manners, "proper" d r e s s  and h a i r  s t y l e s  -- r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  veneer  o f  "cor rec tness"  
which o f t e n  covers  op,pression and b r u t a l i t y .  



The New York C i t y  p o l i c e  were ou t s ide  t h e  door. It is  t h e i r  duty t o  a r r e s t  
people  who b lock  a door. It ma t t e r s  no t  how t h e  people happen t o  be i n  f r o n t  of 
t h e  door. I f  a f e d e r a l  agent ,  o r  anyone e l s e ,  p u t s  garbage o r  a body i n  f r o n t  of 
a door t h e  garbage o r  body must be  removed if it cannot,  o r  w i l l  no t ,  move. So, 
we were a r r e s t e d  and we were charged wi th  d i s o r d e r l y  conduct. The Federal  Govern- 
ment, o r  i t s  agent  who p u t  us  t h e r e ,  was no t  even mentioned i n  t h e  charge. 

It was now about 9:30 i n  t h e  morning. I would th ink  l a t e r  about when t h e  day 
had r e a l l y  begun. For t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  was t h e  paddy wagon and t h e  t r i p  t o  t h e  
p o l i c e  p r e c i n c t  f o r  booking. 

For t h e  next  f i v e  o r  s i x  hours  we were taken through l a b y r i n t h i a n  tunne l s  and 
innumerable c e l l s .  Every c o r r i d o r  had a g a t e  t o  be unlocked and then  locked. Every 
c e l l  locked. We were given no information on what would happen next ,  o r  when "next" 
would come. We were interviewed by t h e  Vera staff t o  s e e  i f  we needed l e g a l  a i d .  
I n d i v i d u a l  p i c t u r e s  o f  each one of us were taken w i t h  t h e  a r r e s t i n g  patrolman. We 
were a l s o  photographed i n d i v i d u a l l y  hold ing  an  identi*ing number. A t  t h i s ,  I 
r e c a l l e d ,  t h a t  t h e  only  o t h e r  t ime I had had my p i c t u r e  taken wi th  a  number i n  
evidence was on a camel by t h e  pyramids. We were f inge r -p r in t ed .  When I asked 
"why," t h e  o f f i c e r  s a i d  i n  o rde r  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p i c t u r e .  I wondered. 

We were a l l  searched when we f i r s t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  p o l i c e  p r e c i n c t .  I ' w a s  
searched l e s s  thoroughly than  t h e  young women wi th  whom I was a r r e s t e d .  I was 
not  asked t o  p u l l  down my p a n t i e s .  I only  had t o  p u l l  up my b louse  and t u r n  a l l  
pbckets  i n s i d e  ou t .  Pen, p e n c i l ,  a s p i r i n ,  n a i l  f i l e  and t i n y  mi r ro r  were taken 
from my  purse;  h a i r  p i n s  and s a f e t y  p i n s  were not  bothered.  They were a l l  re turned  
when I went before  t h e  judge. As t h e  day wore on I o f t e n  wished f o r  a p e n c i l  s o  
t h a t  I could make a note  of  a  name o r  an  i n c i d e n t  which might be  h e l p f u l  i n  "defense" 
i f  I am t r i e d ,  o r  make a note  t h a t  might be h e l p f u l  i n  my on-going s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
my n a t i o n ' s  p o l i c y  i n  Vietnam and i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  new p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  our  country.  

The women were separa ted  from t h e  men. Sometimes j u s t  t h e  t h r e e  of  us who 
were a r r e s t e d  by t h e  sane patrolman would be toge the r .  More o f t e n  t h e r e  would be 
f i v e  o r  s i x  of  t h e  "demonstrators" t oge the r .  For t h e  l a s t  couple of  hours o r  so  
t h e r e  were fo r ty - fou r  o f  us crowded i n t o  a  c e l l  i n  which t h e r e  was not room on 
t h e  f l o o r  f o r  a l l  o f  us t o  s i t  down a t  t h e  same t ime.  A t o i l e t  was i n  t h e  corner  
o f  each c e l l .  There was no p r ivacy  f o r  anyone b u t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  ma t t e r  a s  much a s  
t h e  l a c k  of  t o i l e t  ,paper, l a c k  o f  a wash b a s i n  o r  founta in ,  and t h e  gene ra l  condi t ion .  

Once four  o r  f i v e  o f  us were p u t  i n  a c e l l  wi th  s i x  women who had been picked 
u,p t h e  n ight  be fo re .  Two of  t h e  women -- whi te ,  young, v ivac ious  -- t a l k e d  f r e e l y  
wi th  us .  One -- fash ionably ,  b e a u t i f u l l y  dressed  -- s a t  withdrawn and w i t h  eyes 
c losed .  The o t h e r s  -- shabby, u n a t t r a c t i v e  -- were not  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  us ;  they  
obviously had been used f o r  a long, long time by men a s  mere sex  o b j e c t s .  I n  t h e  
c e l l  we d i d  no t  t a l k  about  our  pe r sona l  l i v e s .  We t a l k e d  about  t h e  w~men 's  l i b e r -  
a t i o n  movement, about  t h e  demand t h a t  women, a s  w e l l  as men, have power i n  d e c i s i ~ n  
making whether it be concerning abor t ion  o r  war o r  whatever.  The two women we 
t a l k e d  wi th  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  us who were not  t h e i r  usua l  c e l l  mates. I do not  
know whether t h e  o t h e r s  heard u s ,  o r i  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r ,  i f  they  d i d ,  whether they  
could com,prehend. But two o f  t h e  women were i n t e r e s t e d ,  and obviously,  heaxing 
such i s s u e s  d iscussed  i n  terms of r i g h t s  and ob l iga t ions  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime.  They 
had been h e l d  f o r  about twelve hours .  They s a i d  t h e  t ime they  had t o  wa i t  f o r  
Court depended, e n t i r e l y ,  on when t h e  a r r e s t i n g  o f f i c e r  a r r i v e d .  (We found t h i s  
t o  be  t r u e  ourse lves ,  b u t  "our" patrolman came on time. ) S h o r t l y  before  we were 



t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  c e l l ,  I s a i d  t o  t h e  two women t h a t  I wanted t . 2  a s k  t h e n  one 
q u e s t i o n :  "Where are t h e  men, why w e r e n ' t  t h e y  a r r e s t e d ? "  T h i s  was a s t r a n g e  
i d e s .  I s a i d  t h a t  whenever I heard  a m i n i s t e r  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  s t o r y  i n  t h e  B i b l e  
of J e s u s  and t h e  wQman t a k e n  i n  a d u l t e r y  I g e t  a n g r y  The p reacher  never s t r e s s e s  
t h e  main ,po in t  o f  t h e  s twy  which i s  t h a t  Jesus  condemned t h e  men who f i l l e d  t h e  
c o u r t y a r d ,  n o t  t h e  woman, We a l l  laughed - -  a t  t h e  a b s u r d i t y ,  t h e  t r a g e d y ,  o f  
where we wcmen a l l  found o u r s e l v e s  f o r  whatever  r e a s o n s .  

We saw o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  c o r r i d x s  and i n  t h e  c e l l s  we passed ,  most o f  
them were male ,  b l a c k .  We h e a r d  two v e r y  young b l a c k  men s a y  t o  a n  i n t e r v i e w e r  
t h a t  t h e y  had been s t a n d i n g  on a s idewalk  i n  Harlem e a t i n g  i c e  cream cones when 
a paddy-wag2n cmme a l o n g  I wondered and wondered what it would be l i k e  t o  be  
a l o n e  i n  t h e s e  c e l l s  and c o r r i d ~ r s ;  i . e  , n 2 t  t o  b e  one g f  a group who were a r r e s t e d  
t a g e t h e r  and who were s u p p x t e d  by each  A h e r  and by many m t s i d e  t h e  locked d o o r s .  

Once t h o s e  o f  us  a r r e s t e d  t o g e t h e r  were t a k e n  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  e n t r a n c e  and 
a f t e r  a s h o r t  wait h e a r d  t h e  ~ f f i c e r  i n  charge  s a y  " t a k e  them back t> t h e  c e l l s ,  
t h e r e  i s  n2 wagon. " He d i d  n 2 t  s a y  "paddy-wagon, " h e  s a i d  "wagon. I' And, how g r e a t  
i s  t h e  power o f  a w x d  f o r ,  a l l  a t  once,  my mind was f i l l e d  w i t h  m e m ~ r i e s  of "wagons," 
t h e  wagons 3f my chi ldhood on t h e  s a n ? . h i l l  homestead i n  w e s t e r n  Nebraska where I 
was b o r n  i n  a sod house;  and ,  t h e  covered wagons t h a t  t 2 o k  my p i o n e e r i n g  r e l a t i v e s  
from t h e  e a s t  t o  t h e  midwest and t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  c o a s t .  Again,  t ime  and words were 
b o t h  f u l l  of meaning and mean ing less .  

I r e f e r r e d  e a r l i e r  t o  my d e c i s i o n  t o t h l k  abou t  " r e l e v a n t "  m a t t e r s  whenever 
t h e r e  were f e d e r a l  a g e n t s  o r  policemen w i t h i n  h e a r i n g .  One such time was,  I t h i n k ,  
when we were on o u r  way t o  t h e  c e l l s  under  t h e  Cr imina l  Court  B u i l d i n g .  Those of 
us  a r r e s t e d  t o g e t h e r ,  b o t h  men and w m e n .  and s e v e r a l  policemen were i n  t h e  back 
o f  a paddy-wagon. I s t a r t e d  t e l l i n g  a b 2 u t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  under  t h e  Saiggn g m e r n -  
ment. I ment ioned,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  l i t t l e  bgys 4 t o  10 y e a r s  whom I saw i n  Chi Hoa 
p r i s ~ n  i n  Saigon;  and ,  I spolre of t h e  number of p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s .  I s a i d  t h a t  
i f  we, i n  t h e  U.S.A. had a comparable number o f  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s m e r s  it would be 
from t h e  hundreds  o f  thousands  t o  a b 2 u t  t h r e e  m i l l i o n .  To t h e - b e s t  o f  my r e c o l -  
l e c t i o n ,  I had j u s t  s t a r t e d  t o  compare some o f  t h e  persons  we found i n  p r i s o n  -- t h e  
runner -up  i n  t h e i r  l a s t  e l e c t i o n ,  Truong Dinh lku; t h e  e d i t o r  p u b l i s h e r ,  Nguyen Lau; 
and t h e  Buddhis t  l e a d e r ,  Thich Thien Minh -- w i t h  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  h e r e  i n  t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s :  Hubert  Humphrey. t h e  runner-up i n  our  las t  e l e c t i o n ,  and t h e  e d i t o r  
p u b l i s h e r  o f  The New York Times, e t c .  when one o f  t h e  policemen went up t o  t h e  f r o n t  ---- 
o f  t h e  van .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  h e  c a l l e d t h e  o t h e r  policemen o u t .  The door  was 
s h u t  and we p r i s o n e r s  were a l o n e .  A g i r l  f r 2 m  a n o t h e r  group who was i n  t h e  f r o n t  
s e c t i m  -f t h e  paddy-wagon t o l d  me, when we met l a t e r  i n  a n o t h e r  c e l l ,  t h a t  t h e  
f i r s t  patrolman came g u t  and r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e  thought  t h e y  were h e a r i n g  t h i n g s  t h e y  
s h o u l d n ' t  h e a r !  

I n  South Vietnam l a s t  summer one 3f t h e  o l d  l i n e  , p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  who has  
no freedom t o  engage i n  any  , p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  s a i d  t o  us  t h a t  i f  anyone wanted 
t o  h o l d  a p q l i t i c a l  conven t ion  i n  South Vietnam it would have t o  b e  i n  a p r i s o n .  
I sometime f e l t  on March 1 9 t h  t h a t  we cou ld  have q u i t e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  conference on 
c i t i z e n s '  r i g h t s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  c e l l s  under  t h e  C r i m i n a l  Court ,  
100 C e n t r e  S t r e e t ,  New York C i t y ,  

F i n a l l y ,  it was o v e r  i n  a crowded c o u r t  room w i t h  t h e  Judge s a y i n g  "charged,"  
"a,ppear." husband came down t o  meet  me. I n  answer t o  a newsman's q u e s t i p n  
h e  s a i d ,  "My w i f e  h a s  my overwhelming e u p p x - t .  And we came home. 



The notes  which I had prepared  f o r  a hoped-for d ia logue  w i t h  personnel  i n  t h e  
Draft Board o f f i c e s  were s t i l l  i n  t h e  ca t ego ry  o f  pe r sona l  n o t e s ,  unknown t o  t h e  
f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s ;  t h e  ques t i c~ns  I wanted t o  a s k  were s t i l l  s i l e n t j  unanswered; t h e  
f a c t  I hoped t o  s ecu re  were s t i l l  t h e  p r i v a t e  knowledge o f  t h e  d r a f t  board o r  
,perhaps o f  t h e  com,puter . 

My c i v i l  r i g h t s  had been denied and s o  my c i v i l  o b l i g a t i o n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
had no t  been f ' u l f i l l e d .  The employees of t h e  d r a f t  board had been denied t h e i r  c i v i l  
r i g h t s .  The New Pork C i t y  p o l i c e  had been fo rced  t o  a r r e s t  persons because o f  t h e  
d e n i a l  o f  c i t i z e n s '  c i v i l  r i g h t s  by t h e  Fede ra l  Government. It had been another  
bad day f o r  a democracy. 

The mass media, i n  a lmost  eve ry  r e p o r t  t h a t  I heard o r  read ,  mis-quoted me. 
I s a i d ,  r epea t ed ly ,  t h a t  my a c t i o n  i n  , pu r su i t  o f  my c i v i l  r i g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  
was the.  h i g h e s t  form 3f " c i v i l  obedience. I f  For  some reason media personnel  sub- 
s t i t u t e d  "disobedience" f o r  "obedience. " ( ~ o t e  : The New Pork Times c a r r i e d  a --- 
n o t i c e  o f  "Correct ion" on March 31 f o r  which I am very  g r a t e f u l . r  

So, t he  day moved on t o  4:00 p.m. a t  home. But,  when had t h e  day begun? Ten 
hours  e a r l i e r  when I g o t  up t o  r i d e  t h e  subway t o  Varick and Houston S t r e e t s ?  

O r .  d id  t h e  dav beein:  

on March 18, 24 hours  e a r l i e r ,  when I was i n  t h e  Senate  Of f i ce  Bui ld ing  i n  
Washington a l o n g  wi th  s e v e r a l  hundred "Women S t r i k e  f o r  peace1' p e t i t i o n i n g  t h e  
Congress f o r  "No more men, no more money f o r  war" when I heard my name c a l l e d .  I 
looked around t o  s ee  an o l d  f r i e n d .  He wanted t o  t e l l  me t h a t  h i s  son had j u s t  
been c l a s s i f i e d  "1-Y."  He was s o  happy. He s a i d  h i s  son would not f i g h t  i n  t h i s  
immoral war and wanted t o  go t o  Canada. He, h imse l f ,  wanted h i s  son t o  r e f u s e  
induc t ion  and go t o  p r i s o n .  A l l  was solved by t h e  "1-Y" c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  And, 
my f r i e n d  s a i d ,  he  thought d r a f t  boards were now c l a s s i f y i n g  y m n g  men who were 
opposed t o  t h e  war b u t  no t  consc ien t ious  o b j e c t o r s  "1-Y" ( p s y c h i a t r i c a l l y  u n f i t )  
i n  o rde r  t o  c u t  down on t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  by G . I . ' s  opposed t o  t h e  
war.  He  s a i d  he  had heard o f  many such. I made a mental  no te  t o  a s k  t h e  d r a f t  
board about  "1-Y" c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  and fami ly  s t a t u s .  

o r ,  a few hours l a t e r  on March 18, when back from Washington and opening our  a ,par t -  
ment door I heard  a s t r a n g e  n i c e  and found w e  had a g u e s t .  It was ano the r  o l d  
and dea r  f r i e n d  who had j u s t  come t o  New York C i ty .  H i s  son was i n  t r o u b l e .  The 
boy had dro,pped o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  las t  f a l l .  "Vietnam War" s a i d  t h e  f a t h e r .  The 
boy had had s e v e r a l  jobs ,  now he was siclc. The f a t h e r  was concerned about  h i s  
h e a l t h  and t h e  d r a f t  i f  t h e  boy was not  working. He wanted t o  g e t  him i n  a ce r -  
t a i n  d r a f t  board because h e  had never known t h a t  board t o  t u r n  down a C.O. a ,pp l i -  
c a t i o n  from sons o f  .....; h e  knew o f  no such sons who were d r a f t e d  o r  imprisoned. 
I made another  mental  no te  t o  a s k  about  C.O. a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  number g ran t ed ,  number 
r e fused ,  t h e  add re s se s  i f  p o s s i b l e  o f  t hose  r e fused .  

on March 17? I was r ead ing  I n  t h e  Serv ice  o f  The i r  Cmntry :  War R e s i s t e r s  i n  
P r i s o n  by W .  M. Gayl in .  The au tho r  has  two daughters .  He says  t h a t  as a r e s u l t  
o f  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i f  h i s  daughters  were sons ,  he would move wi th  h i s  f ami ly  
t o  Canada. Having r ead  h i s  documentation, I, t o o ,  would t r y  t o  move t o  Canada 
i f  w e  had sons o f  d r s f t  age .  ( ~ o t e :  One o u t  o f  every  35 men i n  f e d e r a l  p r i s o n s  
are men who have r e fused  t o  go t o  Vietnam. See The New York Times, 3/8/70, 
a r t i c l e  by F. P. Graham.) 



on March 16? Did t h e  day begin  when Dr, John T a l b o t t  and I were interviewed on 
Channel 31 by Caspar C i t r o n  about  t h e  Vietnam Memorial Reading a t  t h e  R ive r s ide  
Church where t h e  r ead ing  o f  t h e  names of  American servicemen "Dead i n  Vietnam" 
h a s  been continuous s i n c e  November 16, 1969? Both of  us had been ~JJ South 
Vietnam. He as an  army doc to r  f o r  a yea r ;  I f o r  a  b r i e f  investigation. 

Did t h e  day begin  on March 121 A f r i e n d  c a l l e d  n;e about  a woman whom I had a r r anged  
t o  be i n v i t e d  t o  a meeting (no t  a  peace meet ing) .  My f r i e n d  s a i d  it meatitso 
much f o r  h e r  t o  g e t  ou t .  She has a  husband, a b e a u t i f u l  suburban home and 
t h r e e  sons.  The o l d e s t  son dropped ou t  o f  every th ing  a y e a r  ago. Re i s  s ickened  
by t h e  war. He i s  under therapy  b u t  t h e y  f e a r  s u i c i d e .  The second son ,  a 
sophomore i n  co l l ege ,  d i d n ' t  g~ back t o  co l l ege  a f t e r  Christmas. He says  it i s  
a l l  s o  i r r e l e v a n t .  He is  opposed t o  t h e  war. The youngest son i s  i n  a prep 
schoo l  i n  New England. He i s  unable t o  s tudy .  He i s  behind i n  every th ing .  
It i s  t h e  war, t h e  mother s ays .  She says t h a t  she  and h e r  husband wonder what 
t h e y  might have done d i f f e r e n t l y  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  sons could cope. They have 
dec ided ,  she  s ays ,  t h a t  i f  t h e y  had t h e i r  l i f e  t o  l i v e  over  they  would have 
ng ch i ld ren .  

O r ,  on March 11? On t h i s  day, a s  a  member of t h e  Cormittee o f  L ia i son  wi th  Fami l i e s  
o f  Men Detained i n  North Vietnam, I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  ,press  conference. We were 
a b l e  t o  announce t h e  names o f  a number o f  servicemen, r epo r t ed  as "missing" by  
t h e  U. S .  government, a l i v e  and sending l e t t e ~ t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  How good t o  
be t h e  bea re r  o f  some good news. 

L a t e r  on t h i s  same day, March 11? t h e r e  was o t h e r  news. A s t uden t  telephoned ask-  
i n g  where he could t u r n  f o r  h e l p  f o r  t h e  fami ly  o f  a  young serviceman. They 
had j u s t  had word t h a t  t h e i r  son was A.W.O.L. i n  Thailand. He had s e n t  word 
t h a t  he could no longer  be a  p a r t  o f  t h e  murder i n  Vietnam. The ques t i on  was: 
who can he1.p a young whi te  man A.W.O.L. i n  Thailand? 

O r ,  d i d  t h i s  day begin  l a t e  on February 19? I was g e t t i n g  ready t o  go t o  Montreal ,  
Canada t o  speak be fo re  t h e  Canadian Immigration a u t h o r i t i e s  gn beha l f  o f  Luong 
Chau Phuoc. He i s  one o f  s e v e r a l  hundred Vietnamese s tuden t s  now i n  Canada 
whose pas spo r t s  have expi red .  I f  t hey  a r e  s e n t  back t o  S a i g m  t h e y  ,probably w i l l  
b e  imprisoned and t o r t u r e d  because t h e y  have spoken ou t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Thieu-Ky 
government a s  un rep re sen t a t i ve  and r e p r e s s i v e .  I n  p u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  t o g e t h e r  
f o r  t h e  t r i , p ,  I noted, aga in ,  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Moratorium and New Mobi l iza t ion  
scheduled f o r  "March 16-22, An t i  -Draft Week. " Vietnamese young men and American 
young men both  opposed t o  t h e  war i n  Vietnam. 

There i s  no use t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  when t h i s  day s t a r t e d ;  o r  where I was when 
it began -- a t  a  d r a f t  board i n  New York C i t y ,  i n  a  p r i s o n  o r  i n  a c h i l d r e n ' s  hosp i -  
t a l  i n  South Vietnam, wi th  a s t r i c k e n  American fami ly ,  wi th  a b e r e f t  Vietnamese 
mother,  o r  wi th  a  Manhattan community ,planning board faced w i t h  urban decay and 
misery  while  t h r e e  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  of  New York C i t y  taxes  each yea r  goes i n t o  t h e  
war i n  Vietnam. Nor, i s  t h e r e  any use  a sk ing  where any o f  t h e  o t h e r  181 c i t i z e n s  
a r r e s t e d  a t  t h e  same t ime,  i n  t h e  same p l a c e  were, o r  had come f r ~ m ,  when t h i s  
day s t a r t e d .  

This  i s  a day long  s i n c e  begun by thousands, n i l l i o n s ,  o f  people l i v i n g  and 
dead. It i s  a  day t h a t  t h e  powers of t h e  p a s t ,  who s t i l l  c o n t r o l  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a r e  
determined t o  end, i f  no t  by  f a l s e  promises and decept ion ,  t h e n  by  harrassment ,  
t h r e a t s ,  a r r e s t s ,  imprisonment. 

The ques t i on  is n o t  when t h i s  day o f  " ~ i v i l  Cbedience" based on C i v i l  Rights  and 
C i v i l  Obl iga t ions  began. The i s s u e  i s  how can t h i s  long  day o f  " c i v i l  obedience" 
i n  p u r s u i t  o f  peace and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l  p r e v a i l .  


