
Being Interfaith Now:  New Directions 

in American Religious Pluralism

Kate McCarthy

California State University, Chico



(Mom’s bumper stickers)



3 overlapping settings for thinking 

about American religious pluralism

 The theological/philosophical context

 exclusivism, inclusivism, pluralism

 The diversity context 

 The civic context







…in one national survey 57 percent of 
churchgoing Christians said it was 
true not only that “Christianity is the 
best way to understand God” but also 
that “All religions are equally good 
ways of knowing God.”

Robert Wuthnow, 

America and the Challenges of religious Diversity





Sites of Interfaith Encounter

 National interfaith political coalitions
 Strategic alliance for a single purpose

 Community-based interfaith 
organizations
 Service and presence

 Interfaith families
 Negotiation, creativity, intentionality

 Online interfaith dialogues
 Democratized and personalized



American Religious Identity Survey 2008





religious 
“bridging”



The “Aunt Susan Principle”

“…it is difficult to damn those you 
know and love” 

Robert D. Putnam and David E. Campbell
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Religious truth lies not in 
systems but in persons.



“…at once insiders and 

outsiders to multiple 

centers”

--Michelle Voss Roberts




