
Graduate Theological Union 
Transfer of Credit Policy 
 
MA Program 
 
Courses that were not used toward a previous degree which are academically 
appropriate (see details below) for the GTU Common MA may be petitioned for transfer 
of credit. Transferred courses are entered on the student’s GTU transcript for the 
Common MA Program and become part of the permanent record. 
 
Transfer of credit is limited to 12 units from a School outside the GTU, and up to 36 
units, at the discretion of the School from a School within the GTU. The maximum 
number of transfer units is 36 units total. Students should declare their intent to apply for 
admission to the GTU Common MA Program before completing their second semester 
of work in another program, so they may be advised about transfer of credit. 
 
Courses eligible for transfer credit fall into three categories: 1) courses taken as a 
special student or non-degree student; 2) courses taken above and beyond any degree 
requirements; 3) courses taken for a degree program which the student did not and will 
not complete. If the courses were taken while a student was in a degree program, their 
eligibility for transfer based on the above stated criteria needs to be explicitly 
addressed. 
 
The courses to be transferred must be academic courses in theology or closely related 
fields. The student must supply documentation about course requirements. Academic 
courses should have a substantial reading list, and substantial written assignments 
and/or examinations. Professional or practical ministry courses are not transferable into 
the Common MA Program. Courses must be the equivalent of three academic units. 1.5 
unit courses may not be counted towards the MA degree. In rare exceptions, two 1.5-
unit courses in the same area of study can be combined if and only if it is documented 
that the amount of reading and written work was comparable to a three-unit academic 
course. The Dean of the School of Affiliation may request additional information 
(syllabus or written work) to verify eligibility for transfer. 
 
Doctoral Programs 
 
The GTU does not accept transfer credit into the PhD or ThD programs. 


