
GRADUATE THEOLOGICAL UNION 
Experts List — by Topic 
 
Listed here are GTU faculty who can offer comments and perspectives on selected topics of current interest. 
Click on the faculty name to access contact information. To locate a faculty expert on a topic not listed, please 
call the communications office at 510/649-2422. 
 
Topic  Professor 
African-American Studies Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé 

—Biblical Interpretation Dr. Steed Davidson 
—Religious Experience Dr. Dorsey Blake 

Dr. James Noel 
—Womanist Theology (African-American Feminist) Dr. Gabriella Lettini 

AIDS  Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé 
Anti-Semitism and the Church Dr. Daniel Joslyn-

Siemiatkoski 
Dr. Christopher Ocker 

Art  
—Asian Dr. Ron Nakasone 
—Buddhist Dr. Ron Nakasone 
—Controversial Exhibits Dr. Mia M. Mochizuki 
—and Religion Dr. Alejandro García-Rivera 

Dr. Mia Mochizuki 
Dr. Rossitza Schroeder 

—Visual Dr. Mia M. Mochizuki 
Dr. Rossitza Schroeder 

Asian Studies  
—Art Dr. Ron Nakasone 
—Asian American Biblical Interpretation Dr. Benny Liew 
—Asian American Theology Dr. Boyung Lee 
—Feminist Theology Dr. Boyung Lee 
—Religions Dr. Judith Berling 

Dr. Thomas Cattoi 
Dr. Lisa Grumbach 
Dr. David Matsumoto 
Dr. Richard Payne 

—Theology Dr. Boyung Lee 
Big-Bang Cosmology and Creationism Dr. Robert Russell 
Buddhism Dr. Judith Berling 

Dr. Lisa Grumbach 
Dr. Ron Nakasone 

China  
—and Religion Dr. Judith Berling 
—Spirituality Dr. Judith Berling 

Church and State Dr. Thomas Buckley 
Civil Society Dr. Jerome Baggett 
Cloning Dr. Ted Peters 
Confucianism Dr. Judith Berling 
Cults and New Religious Movements Dr. Ted Peters 
Death and Dying —Ethical Issues Dr. Richard Gula 
Eastern Orthodoxy Dr. John Klentos 

Dr. Eugene Ludwig 
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Ecology and Religion Dr. Samuel Hamilton-Poore 
Economics and Religion Dr. Marion Grau 
Ethics Dr. James A. Donahue 

—Bioethics Dr. Ted Peters 
—Biomedical (assisted suicide and genetics in particular) Dr. Richard Gula 
—Business Dr. James A. Donahue 

Dr. Richard Gula 
—Economic Dr. Carol S. Robb 
—Environmental Dr. William O’Neill 

Dr. Carol S. Robb 
—in Journalism and Media Dr. James A. Donahue 
—Medical Dr. Richard Gula 
—Sexual Dr. Lisa Fullam 
—Social Dr. William O’Neill 

Dr. Carol S. Robb 
Dr. J. Alfred Smith, Sr. 

—in Social Policy Dr. James A. Donahue 
Extraterrestrial Life in the Universe/UFOs Dr. Ted Peters 

Dr. Robert Russell 
Feminist Studies Dr. Marion Grau 

Dr. Inese Radzins 
Dr. Sandra Schneiders 
Dr. Naomi Seidman 

—African-American Theology (Womanist) Dr. Gabriella Lettini 
—Asian Theology Dr. Boyung Lee 
—Biblical Interpretation Dr. Gina Hens-Piazza 

Dr. Mary Ann Tolbert 
—Latino Theology (Mujerista) Dr. Gabriella Lettini 

Dr. Alicia Vargas 
—Theology Dr. Judith Berling 

Dr. Marion Grau 
Dr. Gabriella Lettini 
Dr. Inese Radzins 

Film and Religion Dr. Gabriella Lettini 
Dr. Michael Morris 

Genetics/Human Genome Project Dr. Ted Peters 
Dr. Robert Russell 

History  
—of Christian Violence Dr. Christopher Ocker 
—of Christianity in the Late Middle Ages and Reformation Dr. Christopher Ocker 
—of Religion in America Dr. Randi Walker 

Holy Unions and Same-Sex Marriage Dr. Jay Johnson 
Dr. Rebecca Parker 

Human Rights Dr. Marianne Farina 
Dr. William O’Neill 

Iconography Dr. Eugene Ludwig 
Dr. Michael Morris 
Dr. Rossitza Schroeder 

Immigration Dr. Judith Berling 
Dr. Faustino “Tito” Cruz 
Dr. William O’Neill 

International and Domestic Justice Dr. William O’Neill 
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Interreligious/Interfaith Relations and Initiatives Dr. Thomas Cattoi 
Dr. Marianne Farina 
Dr. Munir Jiwa 

—Buddhism-Christianity Dr. Thomas Cattoi 
—Eastern Orthodox-Islam Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé 
—Hinduism-Islam Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé 
—Islam-Christianity Dr. Marianne Farina 

Dr. Munir Jiwa 
—Judaism-Christianity Dr. Christopher Ocker 

Dr. Daniel Joslyn-
Siemiatkoski 

—Judaism-Islam Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé 
Dr. Munir Jiwa 

Islam Dr. Marianne Farina 
Dr. Munir Jiwa 

—in the African/African-American Community Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé 
—and the Media Dr. Munir Jiwa 

Judaism  
—Literature (Hebrew and Yiddish) Dr. Naomi Seidman 
—Medieval and Modern Jewish History Dr. Deena Aranoff 
—Modern and Contemporary Thought Dr. Naomi Seidman 
—Mysticism Dr. Deena Aranoff 

Just-War Theory Dr. William O’Neill 
Latino Studies  

—Feminist Theology (Mujerista) Dr. Gabriella Lettini 
—Theology Dr. Eduardo Fernandez 

Law, Religion, and Public Life Dr. Thomas Buckley 
Lesbian/Gay/Bi-Sexual/Transgender/Queer (LGBTQ) Homosexuality 
Studies 

Dr. Bernard Schlager 
Dr. Naomi Seidman 

—Church and Politics Dr. Rebecca Parker 
Dr. Mary Ann Tolbert 

—Gay Clergy Dr. Jay Johnson 
—Religious and Ethical Aspects Dr. Mary Ann Tolbert 
—Spirituality Dr. Judith Berling 

Dr. Mary Ann Tolbert 
—Theology Dr. Jay Johnson 
—Theory Dr. Judith Berling 

Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé 
Dr. Mary Ann Tolbert 

—and the United Methodist Church Dr. Rebecca Parker 
Literature Dr. J. Alfred Smith, Sr. 

—American Dr. Naomi Seidman 
—Hebrew and Yiddish Dr. Naomi Seidman 

Media, Television, and Religion Dr. Jana Childers 
Dr. James Donahue 
Dr. Munir Jiwa 

Multiculturalism Dr. Faustino “Tito” Cruz 
Mysticism Dr. Darleen Pryds 

—and Art Dr. Michael Morris 
—Jewish Dr. Deena Aranoff 

Palestine Dr. John Endres 
Pneumatology (Holy Spirit) Dr. Samuel Hamilton-Poore 
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Politics and Religion  Dr. Jerome Baggett 
Dr. Thomas Buckley 
Dr. James A. Donahue 
Dr. Martha Ellen Stortz 

Pop Culture and Religion Dr. Gabriella Lettini 
Dr. Michael Morris 

The Pope Dr. James A. Donahue 
Postcolonialism Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé 

Dr. Marion Grau 
Dr. Munir Jiwa 
Dr. Boyung Lee 
Dr. Benny Liew 

—Biblical Interpretation Dr. Steed Davidson 
—Theology Dr. Marion Grau 

Dr. Jay Johnson 
Prayer Dr. Samuel Hamilton-Poore 
Psychology and Religion Dr. Herb Anderson 

Dr. Gregory Love 
Quantum Theory and Implications about God Dr. Robert Russell 
Rituals in Religion Dr. Michael Aune 

Dr. Andrea Bieler 
Dr. Lizette Larson-Miller 
Dr. Eva Marie Lumas 
Dr. Mary E. McGann 

Science and Religion  Dr. Michael Dodds  
Dr. Gregory Love 
Dr. Robert Russell 
Dr. Ted Peters 

Shinto Dr. Lisa Grumbach 
Social Forgiveness and Reconciliation Dr. William O’Neill 
Social Justice Dr. Jerome Baggett 
Sociology and Religion Dr. Jerome Baggett 
Spirituality Dr. Jerome Baggett 

Dr. Samuel Hamilton-Poore 
Dr. Arthur Holder 
Dr. Francis McAloon 
Dr. Sandra Schneiders 

—in America Dr. Jerome Baggett 
—among Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders Dr. Peter Clark 
—and Biotechnology Dr. Christopher Renz 
—Celtic Dr. Arthur Holder 
—in China Dr. Judith Berling 
—Erotic Dr. Ibrahim Farajajé 
—and Health Dr. Joseph Driskill 

Dr. Christopher Renz 
—LGBTQ Dr. Judith Berling 

Dr. Mary Ann Tolbert 
—Reformed Christian Dr. Samuel Hamilton-Poore 

Stem Cells (Research and Controversy) Dr. Lisa Fullam 
Dr. Richard Gula 
Dr. Ted Peters 
Dr. Christopher Renz 
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